
Southwest Virginia Dressage Association 
Minutes from the Board of Directors Meeting 
Monday, January 21, 2019 

The meeting was called to order by Laura Nelson at 7:14. Members in attendance: Laura 
Nelson, Tamla Nichols, Annie Connelly, Judy Altizer, Meredith McGrath, Rachel Roy, Candi 
Hylton, and Lauren Connelly. 


President’s Report (Laura Nelson): Discussion of L graduate judges currently in good 
standing as of meeting date because of current membership, list provided to the board by 
Tamla Nichols. Completion of Safe Sport training is neither required of SWVADA Board of 
Directors members nor of volunteers at SWVADA activities. Completion of Safe Sport training 
is required to compete in recognized competitions.


Vice President’s Report (Tamla Nichols): Show dates for 2019 are set as April 27, June 29 
(joint venture with Blue Ridge Eventing Association), and October 26. The April and October 
dates have been paid for. Meredith McGrath has volunteered to manage the April show, Tampa 
will secretary entries, and Laura will serve as on site secretary. 


Secretary’s Report (Judy Altizer): Minutes from December, 2018 board meeting have been 
shared with the board, motion to accept as written made by Annie Connelly, second by Rachel 
Roy. 


Treasurer’s Report (Annie Connelly): Annie is working on transitioning the book keeping, and 
will present a report when she has completed the task. 


Hospitality: Discussion of changing the date for the year end awards banquet from February 
23 to February 24 as it has traditionally been held on Sunday. Location remains Mama Maria’s 
Restaurant in Salem. Attendees will order meals and beverages as desires. Discussion of 
allocation of funds in the amount of $50.00 to purchase door prizes, motion made by Tamla 
Nichols, second by Meredith McGrath, approved by board. 


Membership: An updated membership was provided, members are encouraged to renew 
early, especially if planning to compete in recognized shows to obtain USDF group 
membership card.


Points: Final points are recorded on the SWVADA website. Discussion; the same member 
cannot win the same award at the same level 2 years in a row, but can win 2 years in a row at 
different levels, this applies to Musical Freestyle as long as performances are not at the same 
level both years. 


Awards: A slate if nominees is needed for the Barcelli Award, a call to the membership to 
submit nominations will be included in the next eBlast. 


VADA: Meredith McGrath, Annie Connelly, and Laura Nelson will represent SWVADA at VADA 
meetings. Meredith will take items for the silent auction, VADA has requested 2 items be 
donated by each chapter. Motion made to allocate $50.00 to purchase items. Motion made by 
Tamla Nichols to approve this amount, second Judy Altizer, motion approved by the board. 


Show Program/eBlast (Ashley Huray): members encouraged to save and submit Southern 
States labels for the Show Program, funds awarded for label submission will be applied to 
Educational Sunday proposed to be held in August. An eBlast will be sent at least monthly, this 
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is currently the best way to reach the entire membership with news and updates. Email 
aquashley@gmail.com with information to be included in eBlasts. 


Clinics and Shows: Discussion of possible venues and clinicians, the board is open to 
suggestions, may use Virginia Tech Alphin Arena if available. Patrick Tigclar proposed as a 
possible clinician.


Website: Becky is maintaining. Tamla suggests featuring a member spotlight on the website 
periodically. Laura proposes that Lauren Connelly (youth member) interviews member Marsha 
Dillon for the first member spotlight. A link  to the 2019 USDF Dressage tests is to be added, 
permission must be obtained to post new tests. Discussion about the Facebook page; it 
appears the page administrator has deactivated her own facebook page, and cannot be 
reached regarding addition of additional administrators. Currently, several members have editor 
status, and can add posts. The decision was made to discontinue use of the current Facebook 
page, and make a new Facebook page for the club.


GHPEC/Equipment: Tamla reports that Roanoke County will be fixing the swale, which is 
expected to divert flood water so that in the future, Ring 2 can be repaired. No work will be 
performed on this ring until swale repairs have occurred, since the ring is vulnerable to 
repeated flood damage. Members are to be encouraged to renew or join GHPEC for 2019.


Volunteer Coordinator/Program: Laura contacted Dover Saddlery about a $250.00 gift 
certificate (SWVADA to pay half), but has not had a reply. She intends to contact VTO Saddlery 
if Dover does not respond soon. 


New Business: Bylaws; discussion of number of board members. Current bylaws dictate 5 to 
10 members including 4 officers. There had been discussion of amending the bylaws to state 
that the board of directions should have a number of members equal to 10% of the general 
membership for the previous year, with a maximum at the discretion of the board v. no need to 
change the current language. The board agreed not to change the current bylaws at this time.


The meeting was adjourned at 8:13

submitted by Judy Altizer
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